LAKE CREEK
SETTLEMENT

LONG BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF STEPHEM F. AUSTIN'S COLONISTS, THE
COUSHATTA INDIAMS TRAVELED THROUGH THE LANDS THAT WOULD
BECOME THE LAKE CREEK SETTLEMENT UPON THE COUSHATTA TRACE, A
TRADE ROAD FROM LOUISIANA INTO TEXAS. LOCATED IN AUSTIN'S
SECOND COLONY IN THE MEXICAN STATE OF COAHUILA AND TEXAS
DURING THE TEXAS COLONIAL PERIOD, LAKE CREEK SETTLEMENT TRACES
ITS ORIGING TO 1825,

OM JUME 4, 1825, STEPHEM F. AUSTIM SIGMED A CONTRACT WITH THE
MEXICAMN GOVERMMENT TO BEGIN THE INTRODUCTION OF FIVE HUNDRED
FAMILIES FROM THE UMITED STATES, IM 1831, SOME OF THE FAMILIES
SETTLED BETWEEN THE WEST FORK OF THE SAN JACINTO RIVER AMD A
STREAM CALLED LAKE CREEK IN TODAY'S MONTGOMERY COUMTY, THE
LAKE CREEK SETTLEMENT IS THE EARLIEST KNOWN AMGLO AMERICAN
SETTLEMENT IN THE COUNTY.

IN 1835, WILUAM W. "W.W.” SHEFFERD, A COLONIST FROM NORTH
CAROLIMNA, PURCHASED A TRACT IM THE NORTHWESTERMMOST CORMNER
OF THE JOHN CORMER LEAGUE, SHEPPERD OPEMED A STORE OM THE
FROFERTY, THE FIRST BUSIMESS IN THE AREA. HE ALSO QPERATED A GIM
AND STOCKYARD AND WAS THE POSTMASTER, IM JULY 1837, SHEPPERD
FOUNDED THE TOWHN OF MONTGOMERY AT THE SITE OF HIS STORE.

THE AREA'S PROXIMITY TO TOWN CREEK AND AVAILABLE FRESH WATER
ATTRACTED SETTLERS AND PROVIDED FOR THEIR CROPS AMD LIVESTOCK.
IN ADDITION, MNEARBY POPULAR TRADE ROUTES AIDED IM THE
COMMUNITY'S GROWTH, SERVING AS A TRADE 5TOP OR MEETING PLACE.
A NUMBER OF LAKE CREEK SETTLERS FOUGHT IM THE TEXAS REVOLUTION.
INCLUDING JOHMN MARSHALL WADE, WHO MANNED ONE OF THE FAMOUS
“TWIN SISTERS" CANNONS DURING THE BATTLE OF SAN JACINTO,

MAFCEE B4 PEOMETY OF ThE LRATE OF TERAS

Thank you Pat Spackey for
graciously allowing us to share
her photos of the Lake Creek
Settlement Historical Marker
Dedication on February 25, 2017

by Jean Smoorenburg
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LAKE CREEK
SETTLEMENT

LONG BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF STEPHEN F. AUSTIN'S ccmmsrs THE
COUSHATTA INDIAMS TRAVELED THROUGH THE LANDS THAT WOULD
BECOME THE LAKE CREEK SETTLEMENT UPON THE COUSHATTA TRACE, }s
TRADE ROAD FROM LOUISIANA INTO TEXAS LOCATED IN .ausrm
SECOMD COLOMY IN THE MEXICAM STATE OF COAHUILA AND TEXAS
DURING THE TEXAS COLONIAL PERICD, LAKE CREEK SETI'IEME’NT TRACES
ITS ORIGING TO 1825,

OM JUNE 4, 1825, STEPHEM F. AUSTIM SIGNED A CONTRACT WITH THE
MEXICAN GOVERMMENT TO BEGIN THE INTRODUCTION OF FIVE HUNDRED
FAMILIES FROM THE UNITED STATES, IM 1831, SOME OF THE FAMILIES
SETTLED BETWEEN THE WEST FORK OF THE SAN JACINTO RIVER AND A
STREAM CALLED LAKE CREEK IN TODAY'S MONTGOMERY COUMNTY. THE
LAKE CREEK SETTLEMEMT I5 THE EARLIEST KNOWHN ANGLO AMERICAM
SETTLEMEMT IM THE COUMNTY.

IM 1835, WILLIAM W. "W.W." SHEFPERD, A COLOMIST FROM NORTH
CAROLINA, PURCHASED A TRACT IN THE NORTHWESTERNMOST CORMER
OF THE JOHN CORMER LEAGUE. SHEPFERD OPENED A STORE OM THE
PROPERTY, THE FIRST BUSIMESS IM THE AREA. HE ALSO OPERATED A GIM
AND STOCKYARD AND WAS THE POSTMASTER. IN JULY 1837, SHEPPERD
FOUNDED THE TOWN OF MONTGOMERY AT THE SITE OF HI5 S'IOEE,

THE AREA’S PROXIMITY TO TOWN CREEK AND AVAILABLE FRESH WATER
ATTRACTED SETTLERS AMD FROVIDED FOR THEIR CROPS AMND LIVESTOCK.
IN ADDITION, MEARBY POPULAR TRADE ROUTES AIDED IM THE
COMMUNITY'S GROWTH, SERVING A3 A TRADE STOP OR MEETING PLACE,
A MUMBER OF LAKE CREEK SETTLERS FOUGHT IM THE TEXAS REVOLUTION,
INCLUDING JOHN MARSHALL WADE, WHO MANMED OME OF THE FAMOUS
“TWIN SISTERS®™ CANMNONS DURING THE BATTLE OF SAN JACINTO.

12074
ARCER IS FROMATY OF ThE 1TATE OF TEXAS
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