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ter by Grant in the following September, Grant 
says: 

"Until I had a conversation with your 
son I had no idea that the Westmoreland 
Brickers and you were of different families 
* * * The persons who brought it to my 
notice at first were sincerely mistaken and 
the Westmoreland Brickers were not to 
blame as all their information came through 
me and I have a letter from Judge Kuhns 
renouncing all claims for them. This let-
ter I have sent to Mr. Peel." 

Mr. Peel was an attorney in Montgomery 
whom W. H. Bricker had employed to file suit 
to recover the 1476-acre tract. 

Grant tells W. H. Bricker that he had a lot 
of trouble in preserving the land, and thinks 
he should be paid $600 for things he had done. 

"Guarding the lands against confiscation 
during the war. I was a northern man 
and opposed to seePstsion. Some hotbloods 
informed on me for holding the Brie.ker 
lands for northern men and I was forced to 
.spend both time and money in the ease just 
as certainly as I paid taxes." 

Urging that he be paid $600, he repeats: 

"I again assert all I have done in the 
ease was honestly done but done under a 
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. 	mistake which I only discovered lately- 
. 	that your John Bricker was the one en- 

titled to the land. I am now fully satisfied 
and have so notified Mr. Peel." 	• 

The Second Generation of John Bricker's Heirs. 

William H. Bricker, son of Peter, Jr., and 
nephew of John, was living in Iowa • when he 
got Grant's letter and knew so little about the 
family that he . was under the impression that 
the Westmoreland Brickers were his cousins, 
probably the children of his Uncle George, who 
had died two years before. When he learned 
they were no kin, his suspicions were aroused, 
and he wrote Grant telling him they were per-
petrating a fraud, anad this was the occasion 
of Grant's letter to him telling him that he had 
persuaded them that their John was the one 
who -fell at San Felipe. 
.::Williant  corresponded with his Uncle David, 
the only surviving brother of John, and all the 
cousins, children, of his Uncle George, his own 
brother and sisters, and got authority to come 
down to Texas and settle up the estate which 
had been pending thirty-seven years. 

He came to old Montgomery, which was the 
county seat of the county, and employed lawyer 
Peel who looked at the records and concluded 
that the sale of the 1476-acre tract by Shepherd, 
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the administrator, had not been regular, and 
that it could be recovered. 

A suit was filed and tried in 1874 in which 
the second generation of the heirs recovered a 
portion of the land. 

At that time Uncle David was living and had 
a son Owen, who was a law student at Yale, 
and he wrote his nephew William that he would 
talk with Owen, "who was learned in the law." 

William gathered all the old letters in the 
family, and after the case was over kept a large 
part of them, which were put in a pasteboard 
box, where 'they remained until this suit was 
filed in 1934, and we had the letters and the 
box in court. Others were returned to the 
homestead in Litiz, where they were dug out of 
the attic. 

When -Williain was in Texas in 1873, he met 
Wade, the suiveyor who had surveyed these 
lands for Shepherd, the Administrator of his 
Uncle John's Estate, and Wade remembered 
his Uncle 'John very well. He also located 
Isaac L. Hill living at Burton, Washington 
County, Texas, who was with his Uncle John 
when he was killed, and who had written the 
letter to William's father, Peter, Jr., in 1837, 
telling of John's death. 

He inquired about the 640-acre tract and the 
320-acre tract, and was told they had little 
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value, and since there was a deed of record 
from the Westmoreland Brickers to Grant, and 
prom Grant back to them, William concluded 

,jkhey had some kind of a claim to these lands, 
for the deeds to and from Grant clouded the 
title. He went down to Westmoreland County 
and found them, and wrote his Uncle David 
that they had acted only on Grant's, advice, 
and would not be able to prove anything. Wil-
liam had aroused hopes in the scattered kins-
men that they could recover the headright tract, 
1476 acres, which was quite valuable, and when 
he failed he and they were much disappointed, 
and they Criticised him for his failure. 

After his trip to Texas he tried to get all of 
the heirs to give him a power of attorney to 
do something with the 640-acre tract and the 
320-acre but Uncle George's children would 
not answer .his letters, and in August, 1874, he 
wrote Uncle ,  David: 

"I do not see why they treat me as they 
' do. Their case is as good as it ever was." 

In the same yeaqie wrote that he had talked 
with the lawyers at Montgomery about suing 
the Westmoreland Brickers to clear the title. 
His  brother. John would not job:Li:2112e j.3_21., gr r 

■-• 
of  a, ilazt..rad  in March, 1875, he wrote his • 
last letter to Uncle David, who died in 1885, 
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and dropped the wliole matter as far as the records 
show. 

All the while the land remained unclaimed 
and wild as when Wade had first surveyed it 
forty years before. 

About twenty-five years ago these same West-
moreland Brickers whom Grant had represented 
sold the land to Mrs. Ida G. Davis, who in 1912 
sold it to the Keystone Mills, who has claimed 
it since, and has cut the timber off it. But 
they got no title, for the Westmoreland Brick-
era had none. Oil was discovered on it in 1933. 

When we had progressed this far in the preparation of this brief 
for presentation of the ease In the Court of Appeals we were offered 
$200,000.00 in settlement, and submitted the offer to the heirs, who 
number 82 people, and live in 17 States, and they instructed us 
to settle, and it was done. 

Bo, after 90 years the third and fourth generations of the heirs 
of John Bricker receive recompense for the life John Brisker gave 
to hie country in April, 1838. 

Attorneys for the Heirs 
of John Bricker. 

These Are the "Heirs of John Bricker" Who 
Inherited His Estate. 

When John Bricker died at San Felipe he left 
surviving him his father and mother, three 
brothers and one sister. The brothers were 
George, Peter, Jr., and David. The sister was 
Sophia, who afterwards married Diehm. The 
list below shows the now living descendants of 
these brothers and sister who inherited his es-
tate, and among whom the money received in 
settlement was distributed. 

I. 	• 	• 

Living descendants of George Bricker, elder 
brother of John: 

Mary Ellen Skinner—Dayton, Kentucky. 
Allie IIayes—Dayton, Kentucky. 
George Pearson--Jameson, Missouri. 
Edward Pearson—Chicago, Illinois. 
Molly Pearson Dolman—South Tacoma, 

Washington. 

	

Mamie Hart—Dayton, Kentucky. 	• 
William Ferris—Long Island. New York. 
BArtha T. Ferris—Brooklyn, New York. 
Thelma Kerr—Brooklyn, New York. 
Ralph Ferris—Brooklyn, New York. 
Margaret Moore Rice—Dayton, Kentuekky.. 
Millie Moore Rice—Ft. Thomas, Kentucky. 
Frederick B. Moore—Newport, Kentucky. 
Thelma Clark Bagby—Newport, Kentucky. 
Ruth Clark—Newport, Kentucky. 
Nelle Moore—Minn Beach, Florida. 
Walter Moore, Jr. —Minrrri  Beach, Florida. 
Walter M. Martin!—San Pedro, California. 
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Carrie Bell Moore LeRoy—Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Margaret Bell Havlin Greiner—Cincinnati, 

Ohio. 
George W. Havlin—Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Sadie Moore—Hamilton County, Ohio. 

IL 

Living descendants of Peter Bricker, Jr., sec-
ond brother of John: 

Georgie Scrivner—Reydon, Oklahoma. 
Laura Smithson—Pasadena, California. 
Alice Snyder—Los Angeles, California. 
W. J. Ropp—Sierra Madre, California. 
Lyman Pitzer—Arluerg, Arkansas. 
Edith Cox—Wichita, Kansas. 
Manuel Pitzer---1 5onca City, Oklahoma. 
Orrna Johnston—P(4a%. City, Oklahoma. 
Joseph Pitzer-',--Ponca City, Oklahoma. 
Ellen Jannsen—Tonkawa, Oklahoma. 
Thomas P. Pitzer--Wetinore, Colorado. 
Margaret M.cdford—Wilunia. Ka iisas. 
William Gaines—Pea body. Ka111441S. 
Sam 0. Gaines—Okla Imam City. Oklahoma. 
John T. Gaines—Columbia. _Missouri. 
Alice Doty--Spencer. Iowa. 
Althea Trotter—Zimi, New _Mexico. 
Joseph R. Keys—Mindeumilics. Missouri. 
Elizabeth E. Letton—Mindeninines, Missouri. 
Robert H. Ledbetter—Redmond, Oregon. 
Lucy B. Sharp—St. Paul, Kansas. 

. Peter B. Bricker--Girard, Kansas. 
Cora Bricker—Mindeurnines, Missouri. 
Walter H. Evans—Washington, D. C. 
Joseph B. Evans—Goble, Oregon. 
Fred G. Armick—Camden, Indiana. 
Walter B. Armick—Chicago, Illinois. 
Ethel Bushell—Terre Haute, Indiana. 
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Hazel Langenbach—Terre Haute, Indiana. 
Margaret Edna Webster—Elkhart, Kansas. 
George William Olinger, Stonington, Colo- 

rado. 
Bernice Falla—Burbank, Colorado. 
Hazel Diebel—Jewell, Kansas. 
Bertha Lewis—San Bernardino, California. 
James A. Olinger—Glendale California. 
Rose E. Rodman—San Bernardino, Cali- 

fornia. 

III. 

Living descendants of' Sophia Bricker, sister 
of John: 

Aaron Diehm—Manheim, Pennsylvania. 
Mary K. Diehm—Penryn. Pennsylvania. 
John Randolph Diehm—Penryn, Pennsylvania. 

Living descendants of David Bricker, the 
youngest brother ofJohn:_ 

Anna B. Bricker—Lititz, Pennsylvania. 
Sophia Bricker—Lititz, Pennsylvania. 
Charles S. Bricker—Lititz, Pennsylvania. 
Elizabeth B. Bricker—Lititz, Pennsylvania. 
E.' Magdalena Bricker—Lititz, Pennsylvania. 
David P. Bricker—Lititz, Pennsylvania. 
Anna Hermstead—Bethlelaem, Pennsylvania. 
Emma Bricker—Lancaster Pennsylvania.
Owen P. Brick:er, Jr.,—Liincaster, Pennsyl- 

vania. • 


