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CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTICN

I THE STUDY

Purpose of the study . The primary purpose of this study is

(1) to give historical and unbiased facts concerning the county of

Montgomery, Texas; (2) to present the events of historical signifi--

cance as nearly as possible as they actually occurred; (3) to aid the

people of Montgomery County, Texas, who are interested in the

history of their county; and (4) to help preserve the historical data

of the county

Importance of the study . The study of history should begin

at home. People of the United States today do not understand each

other as they should, primarily because they are continually on the

move and most of them know little or nothing about the locale in

which they live. Actually, if they would stop long enough to acquaint

themselves with their local history, it would help them to get along

with their neighbors.

Since no continuous history has been compiled chronologically

of the important events of Montgomery County, this study should be of

importance to those who are interest ,--3 =.:) o')taining a general survey

of the progress of the ecunty through the years.

Another ph?se r importance. hi `^rically speaking. is that
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this study should be of importance to those who are interested in

Texas history.

Other studies. To the author's knowledge no other study has

been written concerning the entire history of Montgomery County,

Texas. A number of brief papers have been done about the early phase

of the county's history and one research thesis was written about the

history of the town of Montgomery by W. N. Martin. 1

II SOURCES OF DATA AND METHOD OF PROCEDURE

Source of data . Material for this study was obtained, whenever

possible, from the original sources. Extensive research was made in

the original papers, letters, documents, petitions, et cetera, at the

Texas State Archives, University of Texas Archives, Archives of the

Houston Public Library, original documents and records of the

Montgomery County courthouse, and the personal archive collection

of Hart Addison, Conroe, Texas. Much of the original material of the

early history of the county was written in Spanish and has been trans-

lated; this was used in preference to the original, due to the time re-

quired for translation. Not only were the original documents used

extensively, but also secondary source material from books, news-

W , N. Martin, "A History of Montgomery, " (unpublished
Master's thesis, Sam Houston State Teachers College, Huntsville,
T,exn , 1950.).
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papers, and magazines. Much of the data concerning the towns and

communities was obtained verbally through interviews with old time

residents of the various places.

Not much of the data of the area was found at any one place,

except in the collection of Hart Addison of Conroe, and considerable

time was spent cross-checking on small leads that usually led tc.

non-usable material. It is the opinion of the author that much rncre

material than was collected about Montgomery County remains un-

covered, and will some day, no doubt, be brought to light by someone

interested in the lore of the region.

Method of procedure . The method of procedure used in this

study was as objective as possible. There was some controversy on

how several of the communities acquired their names; therefore,

enough data was collected on each community so that a hypothesis

could be formed. One community in particular had two sides as to

how the community hack acquired its name; hence, several people from

each faction were interviewed; an interpretation was reached and a

hypothesis formed. A similar method was used in compiling the data

of this thesis whenever contradictory evidence existed. Ikhere primary

source material in its original form and secondary source material

known to be authentic were used, there was no need to check its

validity.
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The treatment of the conclusion was presented on as unbiased

basis as was possible by the author.

III ORGANIZATION OF THE THESIS

An organization of the history of a county whose background

has been as varied as Montgomery's is quite a challenge in itself, The

chapters are arranged as nearly as possible according to the chronologi-

calcal data with chapter one concerning the introduction and chaptor ,-,vo

portraying the geographic nomenclature and the early inhabitants of +`^.^

county. These two phases stress the location, description, land

structure, Indians, missions, and early explorers of the county; the

reign of Mexico with the establishment of settlements under the

empresarios will comprise chapter three. Montgomery County was

organized soon after Texas declared her independence from Mexico.

Chapter four will contain the county's organization, naming, and early

political development, which make this era of the county's history one

of its most interesting.

The cities, communities, important events, and outstanding

people fall into the next catagory with a brief description of the county's

institutions, industries, and natural resources following. These head.

legs will be ineluded in chapter& five, six, and se. n, with the last

chapter dealing with the summarization of the study.

It is the hope of the author that the reader will not get the im-
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vir ssion that this the history of Montgomery County but rather just

one of many that could be written. Much material has been collected,

but various limitations prevent a compilation of all the facts concern-

ing the history of the county.


